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Situated on the south bank of the River Thames next to 
the popular London Eye, Southbank Centre’s 21 acres is  
at the heart of an arts quarter stretching from Westminster  
Bridge to Shakespeare’s Globe.

Southbank Centre consists of Royal Festival Hall (reopened 
in 2007 after a two-year transformation), the Hayward 
Gallery, Queen Elizabeth Hall (containing the Purcell 
Room), and The Saison Poetry Library. Our wide-ranging 
artistic programme – classical and world music, rock and 
pop, jazz, dance and performance, literature and the visual 
arts – attracts the most diverse audience of any UK venue.

A brief history
Royal Festival Hall was built in 1951 as part of the Festival 
of Britain; London had been without a major concert 
hall following the destruction of the Queen’s Hall by an 
incendiary bomb in 1941. After only an 18-month build  
and expenditure of £2 million, Royal Festival Hall opened 
on 3 May 1951 with a ceremonial concert attended by  
King George Vl and Queen Elizabeth.

Queen Elizabeth Hall and Purcell Room, the two smaller 
auditoria, were opened by Her Majesty The Queen in March 
1967 and the Hayward Gallery  (named after the late Sir 
Isaac Hayward, the then leader of the London County 
Council) opened in July 1968.

The concert halls were originally funded and managed 
by the London County Council and their successors, 
the Greater London Council. The Centre became an 
independent arts organisation in April 1988 after two 
years operating as a constituent part of the Arts Council.

In 1988 Royal Festival Hall was awarded the status of  
a Grade 1 Listed Building.  

In June 2007 Royal Festival Hall reopened following  
a two-year, £111 million refurbishment project, which 
brought the building, and auditorium in particular, up 
to 21st century standards of comfort, ease-of-access 
and technological excellence, while at the same time 
retaining the magnificent 1950s look and design, 
including many of the original features.

Southbank Centre, at the Heart of 
London’s South Bank Cultural Quarter

P
ho

to
: J

oh
nn

y 
La

dd

Return to contents page



3

From the grandeur of the Royal Festival Hall auditorium, 
to the intimate surroundings of the Sunley Pavilion, 
Southbank Centre has a venue to meet your needs.  
As well as the three auditoria (Royal Festival Hall, Queen 
Elizabeth Hall and Purcell Room) we have a wide variety 
of meeting and reception rooms to accommodate 
everything from AGMs to award ceremonies, wine 
tastings to weddings. 

A venue for all occasions
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Royal Festival Hall is the centrepiece of Southbank Centre, 
hosting events from orchestral and pop concerts to 
conferences, film screenings and graduation ceremonies. 
The main focus of the recent two-year refurbishment, the 
Hall benefits from a state-of-the-art stage and rig, a large 
number of back-of-house areas and many of the original 
1950s features.

Auditorium capacity: fixed raked seating for 2500
The Audrey Matthews Green Room  
and Richard D Colburn Artists’ Bar
20 dressing rooms
Visiting Managers’ offices
Stage dimensions: depth 11.25m, width point 20.6m, 
narrows down to 17.5m back of stage. 
Stage has 11 moving parts.

Half day (AM or PM)  £10,000
Evening £12,000
All Day £18,000
24 hour rate £32,000
Evening building closure  £50,000
24 hour building closure £75,000

Royal Festival Hall

P
ho

to
: M

or
le

y 
vo

n 
S

te
rn

b
er

g

Return to contents page



5

Queen Elizabeth Hall & Purcell Room

Queen Elizabeth Hall
Located in a separate building is our mid-size auditorium, 
Queen Elizabeth Hall, which seats 900 in stall seats and 
benefits from a large stage and a number of back-stage 
areas.

Purcell Room
Located in the same building as the Queen Elizabeth Hall, 
the Purcell Room is an intimate auditorium space that is 
ideal for lectures, debates and meetings. An extended 
stage can be put in for performance.

The Purcell Room shares a foyer with the Queen Elizabeth 
Hall. The foyer is ideal as a registration, catering or exhibition 
area if you are using either Hall for a conference. Equally, it 
can be hired for cabaret style events, dinners and receptions. 

Auditorium capacity: fixed raked seating for 900
Green Room
Artists’ Bar (shared with Purcell Room)
12 dressing rooms
Stage dimensions: depth (front of stage to back wall) 15.50m, 
width 15.80m, narrows down to 13.80m where down stage 
infills are mid stage, narrows down to 12m back of stage

Auditorium capacity: fixed raked seating for 365
Green Room
Artists’ Bar (shared with Queen Elizabeth Hall)
2 dressing rooms
Stage dimensions: normal stage 3.35m x 12.19m, extended 
stage 8m x 12.19m, height of platform 0.8m

Half day (AM or PM) £5,700
Evening £6,500
All day £10,400
24 hour rate £16,500

Half day (AM or PM) £2,550
Evening £3,100
All day £3,825
24 hour rate £7,150

Return to contents page
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Meeting and reception rooms

As well as the auditoria, Southbank Centre has a number of 
other private rooms available for hire that can accommodate 
between 20 and 250 guests. 

St Paul’s Roof Pavilion and Weston Roof Pavilion
Located on the level 6 of the Royal Festival Hall building
and commanding exceptional views over the City, and
Westminster, these stunning rooms are very light and have 
access to outside courtyards and balconies. They are also 
licensed for weddings and civil partnership ceremonies.

Level 5 Function Room
Level 5 Function Room is an ideal location for conferences, 
meetings and workshops but can also be set for receptions 
and dinners. With stunning views of the London Eye and 
Houses of Parliament, this space is also licensed for 
weddings and civil partnership ceremonies.

Capacities St Paul’s Weston
Standing reception: 150   200 
Theatre style:  100   150
Seated dinner:  70   90
Cabaret style:  50  60
Boardroom style: 25  25

Capacities
Standing reception:  250 
Theatre style:  160 
Seated dinner:  160 
Cabaret style:  100

 St Paul’s Weston
Day £3,000 £5,000 corporate £4,000 individuals

Evening £3,000 £5,000 corporate £4,000 individuals

Half day £1,750 £2,750 corporate £2,500 individuals

Combined hire of Weston Roof Pavilion   
and Level 5 Function Room  £5,000 

Day £2,800
Evening £2,800
Half day £1,500
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Sunley Pavilion and J.P Morgan Pavilion
Located on the level 3 of Royal Festival Hall either side 
of Skylon restaurant, these intimate spaces are ideal 
for break-out groups, small meetings, receptions and 
private dining.

Additional spaces
In addition to the main meeting and reception rooms, there 
are a number of spaces within Southbank Centre that are 
available to hire on occasion. These include the Green and 
Blue Interval Bars in Royal Festival Hall, The Clore Ballroom, 
the Level 5 Balcony, and the Waterloo Sunset Pavilion at the 
Hayward Gallery.

Please contact events@southbankcentre.co.uk for more 
information about these spaces.

Capacities
Standing reception:  60
Boardroom style:  20
Theatre style:  40
Seated dinner:  40

Day £900
Evening £900
Half day £500
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Outside spaces, filming & photography

Southbank Centre occupies a 21-acre site between the 
London Eye and Waterloo Bridge and includes Queen’s Walk 
(which runs alongside the River Thames, from the London 
Eye to the National Theatre), Southbank Centre Square and 
all of the walkways surrounding Royal Festival Hall, Queen 
Elizabeth Hall and the Hayward Gallery. With an annual 
footfall of 18 million people a year the site offers excellent 
promotional opportunities.

It is also a fantastic location for filming and photography, 
and has been used as locations in Four Weddings and 
a Funeral, Wimbledon and a variety of other films, TV 
programmes, music videos and fashion shoots.

For filming and photography enquiries please visit our 
website www.southbankcentre.co.uk/filming
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Weddings at Southbank Centre

With its central London location, riverside setting and
unique cultural history, Southbank Centre is an ideal
location for your wedding or civil partnership ceremony.
St Paul’s Roof Pavilion, Weston Roof Pavilion, Level 5 
Function Room and now the Royal Festival Hall stage are 
all licensed and can be hired individually or combined to 
accommodate both your ceremony and reception.

Combine your ceremony with a flight on the London Eye  
or trip on the Thames, or simply enjoy the stunning 
surroundings and wonderful views from Royal Festival Hall.
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Corporate Partnership

With the reopening of Royal Festival Hall and a fantastic 
and varied artistic programme across many art forms, 
there are now greater opportunities than ever before for 
businesses to work with Southbank Centre. Becoming 
a Southbank Centre Corporate Partner offers an 
association with one of the greatest arts centres in the 
world and a benefits package individually tailored to your 
company’s needs and objectives. 

In addition, Corporate Partnership offers exclusive 
access to a stunning entertaining space, the Weston Roof 
Pavilion. Located on Level 6 of Royal Festival Hall with 
spectacular views of Westminster and the London Eye, 
corporate hire of this space is open only to Southbank 
Centre Corporate Partners.

For more information on corporate partnership and 
sponsorship opportunities, please contact 
corporatedevelopment@southbankcentre.co.uk

Return to contents page
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technical support

Our in-house Production team are here to provide all 
your technical requirements, whether you are organising 
a televised awards ceremony, your annual AGM or you 
simply need a microphone for the groom’s speech. 
Professional, courteous and flexible in their approach, 
our Production Managers will advise you on how to get the 
best from your venue, whatever size event you are running.

Return to contents page
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Approved and recommended suppliers

Caterers
Our approved caterers’ list has been assembled to  
reflect a variety of styles and prices, and all of the 
caterers on our list have been fully audited. All have 
considerable experience of working with us, and  
we are happy to recommend them to you.

Florists and photographers
While we welcome any florists and photographers to work 
at Southbank Centre, we are happy to recommend JW 
Flowers and Jennifer West Weddings (photographer).
www.jwflowers.com
www.jenniferwestweddings.com
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On-site caterers
Company of Cooks  
www.companyofcooks.com    
Skylon Restaurant 
www.skylonrestaurant.com 
Off-site caterers
Caper & Berry
www.caperandberry.co.uk 
Clement Worrall 
www.clementworrall.com
Eden
www.eden-caters.co.uk 
Lettice Party Design and Catering
www.letticeparty.com 

Mange 
www.mange.co.uk 
Moving Venue
www.movingvenue.com    
Party Ingredients 
www.partyingredients.co.uk 
Rhubarb
www.rhubarb.net 
Rocket 
www.rocketfood.net   
The London Kitchen
www.thelondonkitchen.com
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Useful information

Hours of hire
Morning:  8am–12.30pm
Afternoon:   12.30pm–5pm
All day:   8am–5pm
Evening:   5pm–11pm
24 hour rate:   8am–8am 

Public transport
Underground: Waterloo & Embankment
Buses: Waterloo Bridge, York Road & Stamford Street 
Mainline rail: Waterloo, Waterloo East & Charing Cross

Parking
Car parks are available at Southbank Centre Car Park – 
Belvedere Road (7am-1am daily) and Southbank Centre 
Car Park – The Hayward (7am-1am daily).  Please note 
these car parks are run by CP Plus Limited.

Health & safety
Fire certificates, material samples, risk assessments 

and method statements may be required for some 
events. PAT test certificates are required for all electrical 
items brought into Southbank Centre.

Please discuss with your Event Manager as early  
as possible if you intend to use any special effects,  
ie smoke machines, misters, pyrotechnics, etc. 

Insurance
Hirers are advised that they must indemnify  
Southbank Centre against all losses, liabilities, claims 
and expenses in respect of injury, loss or damage to 
persons or property arising out of occupation of the 
premises. (Please refer to the Standard Conditions of 
Hire for full details).

Licenses
Southbank Centre is fully licensed both for the sale and 
service of alcohol, and for entertainment, including 
plays, films, live music, recorded music, dance, and 

similar eg circus. Full details of license times can be 
provided by your Event Manager.

Smoking
Southbank Centre is a non-smoking venue and this policy 
applies to all balcony and courtyard spaces.

Branding
Any issues involving branding of rooms and in particular 
public spaces should be referred to your Event Manager 
– note that generally no external company branding 
is allowed in any of the public foyer areas or outside 
Southbank Centre buildings.

VAT
All prices quoted in this brochure are quoted excluding VAT.

Validity
Venue hire fees quoted are valid to 31 March 2014

P
ho

to
: M

or
le

y 
vo

n 
S

te
rn

b
er

g

Return to contents page



14

Contact details

For all corporate and private hires, please contact  
the Events Team on 020 7921 0702, or email  
events@southbankcentre.co.uk

All enquiries to hire spaces for public performances 
should be directed to the Artistic Planning Team  
on 020 7921 0936, or email  
vicky.turner@southbankcentre.co.uk

For filming & photography enquiries please visit our 
website www.southbankcentre.co.uk/filming

For more information on corporate membership and 
sponsorship opportunities, please contact 
matthew.holt@southbankcentre.co.uk
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